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1973 Was 


By Paul W. Valentine 
Washington Post Staff Writer 

The year 1973, remem- 
bered well for its sweltering 
summer days and mild win- 
ter nights, was for the 
Washington area the warm- 
est year in the 102-year rec- 
ord-keeping history of the 
National Weather Service 
here, forecasters said yester- 
day. 

The annual average tem- 
perature recorded at the oi- 
ficial weather gauging sta- 
tion for the area at Washing- 
ton National Airport was 59.3 
degrees, more than 2 de- 
srees above the normal of 
57 degrees and 0.3 degrees 
above the old record of 99.0 
degrees set in 1949, accord- 
ing to forecaster John Quad- 
ros. 

The lowest 
age on record is $2.2 


de- 


Every month during 1973, 
except February and May, 
also averaged above normal, 
Quadros said, | 

The months of June, July 
and August hit a new. sum- 
mertime record average of 
78.8 degrees, surpassing the 
old record of 78.5 degrees in 
1966. The autumn months of 
september, October and No- 
vember averaged 63.0 de- 
grees, nearly matching the 


record high average, 63.1 de- 


grees, for that period in 
1931. 


(Average monthly temper- | 


atures are calculated by add- 
ing together the maximum 
and minimum temperatures 
for each day of the month 
and dividing that total by 
twice the number of days in 
the month. Annual average 
temperature is computed by 


adding ail the monthly aver- 


age totals and dividing by 


Warmest Year Recorded Here 


While it was a long. hot 
summer in 1973. there were 
few temperature extremes 
from day to day, and weath- 
ermen blamed much of the 
discomfort to high humidity 


The temperature, for ex- 
ample, reached 90 degrees 
or higher on only 37 days 
during the year, two fewer 
than the norm here. By con- 
trast, the temperature sur- 


pa ssed the 90-de eree mark 
od times in 1970, but only 16 
times in 1972. pee 

Still, there was discomfort 
aplenty. Area residents 
sweltered through several 
brief hot spells in June and 
July, then endured an 11- 
day heat wave in late Au- 
gust and early September 
aggravated by high humid- 
ity, stagnant air and record 
levels of pollution. 


grees, set.in 1876 and 1904, 
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YEAR, From D1 


During 
stretch, 
never 
grees, day or night. 

The highest daily reading 


one seven-day 
the temperature 
went below 75 de- 


picesihicissanéosipjcstnetpunant aint ied pinot alec windsin delsageheinctelacgienaiin 
Pies —.. 


we 2 


was 98 degrees, on Aug. 29— 
hot, but far from the record 
high here of 106 degrees set 
in July, 1930. | 

The coldest daily reading 
in 1973 was 9 degrees, on 


Feb. 17, also distant from 
any low temperature re- 
cords. 


After unusually heavy 
rains in 1972, highlighted by 
the record breaking floods 
of tropical storm Agnes, 
precipitation in 1973 was be- 
low normal. 

A total of 34.98 inches was 
recorded at National Ajr- 
port, almost six inches less 
than the annual normal of 
40.78 inches and nearly 17 
inches less than the 1972 to- 
tal of 51.97 inches. 


The rains were evenly dis- 


tributed during the first 
two-thirds of the year, then 
fell far below normal in the 
autumn, only to be ‘boosted 
again in December by 4 


— 


See YEAR, D5, Col, 1 


[ Degrees 


Readings Taken at National Airport 


i don, Feb. Mar. Apr. May June 
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How Temperatures in 1973 Compared With Past Years— 


~ N . Monthly Averages 
For 1973 


July Aug, Sept. Oct. Nov. | 


By Ken Burgess—The Washington Post 


more than twice normal ac- 


cumulation .of 6.03 inches. 

On Dec. 28, the U.S. Geo- 
logical Survey clocked the 
Potomac River here at its 
highest flow since tropical 
storm Agnes—65 billion gal- 
lons per day. 

Swollen by plentiful but 
evenly distributed rains up- 
stream throughout the year, 
the river’s flow was at or 
above normal in every 
month except March, but no 


serious flooding was re- 
ported. 

During 1974, the river 
averaged 9.4 billion gallons 
a day, one-third above the 
normal of jabout 7 billion 
gallons. Geological Survey 
spokesman Frank Forrester 
said the river’s 1973 per- 
formance is part of a con- 
tinuing wet trend since 1970, 


following a record dry pe- 
riod of the late 1960s. 


yr any language for that matter 


Berlitz can help you learn a second language in less 
than ten weeks. Because only Berlitz has the Berlitz 
method. It’s the world’s easiest way to learn another 
language. Without dry grammar. Tests. © 
rules. ee 

Classes are forming now. Visit'us or phone today for 


reservations or information. Tear out this ad now so 
you don’t forget. : eh 


© 1701 K St., N.W., Wash., D.C., Phone: (202) 783-8060 — & | 2 WAYS TO CHARGE 
* 4630 Montgomery Ave., Bethesda, Phone: (301) 652-1150 ee ® GIANT CHARGE 
e 6201 Leesburg Pk., Falls Church, Phone: (703) 534-0100 : @ CENTRAL CHARGE | 
© 5 Charles Plaza, Baltimore, Phone: (301) 752-0767. wn | & MASTER CHARGE 
Authorized under Federal law to enroll non-emigrant students. | @& BANKAMERICARD 
Translation services and private programs are available at all schools. am | ®N.A.C, CHARGE 
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